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1.1 Design Brief

The brief calls for a civic center to provide ideas and aims to revitalise the urban environment, demographic,and the community in 
Klang. The main intention of the project is to propose a cultural arts civic center that promotes the historical value, textile and craft 
artist, businesses and also preserve the cultural significance of Klang. The identity of of space often emphasizes the importance of 
the sense of place. The civic center aims to modify and adapt and assist the existing community context to provide them a space for 
social convergence, events and also to promote their businesses. The civic center is designed with vernacular style and features 
that contribute towards the tropical context of Klang and spaces designed specific towards for existing textiles artist, businesses and 
arts learning spaces.  Nowadays , the visual barriers on the street level are dictated by the fast-moving vehicles and parking lots. 
However, the positioned of the civic center is situated at the center of the public transport interchange point. Hence, the civic center 
act as an entrance or reference point to introduce a cultural arts hub as the program to the community and a place of gather.

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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Klang has been a place where many great historical events took place where it can even dates back to the prehistorically time which some of them still traceable on site. 
Once as a Royal Town prided itself as the principal port of the state of Selangor, the gateway to the Malayan peninsula as well as a major agricultural centre. Klang also 
used to be the administrative quarter of Selangor before the new once came out (Gullick, J.M. 2006). As time passes by, technological and the modern advancement has 
result to multiple changes causing rise and fall towards the old towns around the world, Klang is now facing similar destiny where everything gets obsolete and people 
started moving away from the old town to a new town development with more commercial activities and better environment. In Jacob’s The Life and Death of Great 
American Cities (1961), the modern way of urban planning strategies much emphasizing on automobile circulation ever since the revolution of automobile around the 
world. Introducing highways and road widening causing lots of damage towards the existing structures and architecture. Besides, the street turn into less pedestrian 
friendly and no longer safe as before, resulting people to spend more time indoor than on the street. This situation got even worse after the rise of the mobile phone and 
internet, people spend even lesser time on street as compared to before.

Along the roads of Jalan Raja Hassan and Jalan Melayu that surround the site, it is seen that these streets are vehicular routes which does not encourage the existence of 
public space and does not emphasize the importance of human factors but mainly focuses on the sense of permanence. For too long the humanization factor have not 
been taken into account as the focus of public realm have not been fully utilised. With the issues of lacking communal activities and public space are clear on the site as 
public activities have not been emphasized fully and the idea of public nodes has not been exploited. The other issues on site is the deterioration of young families, 
business and even its bus terminal have been dragged out of town. With the obsolete commercial activities and lack of communal entertainment which may result in 
gangsterism or non-beneficial activities around Klang (Suppiah, V.S.; Othman, J.; and Ismail, I.A. 2013). Beside that, by observing the context of Klang, it is known that 
there are many repetitive business that mostly comprises of clinics, food stalls and textile businesses which may also in the lack of interest to the local and young 
communities.

1.2  Issues of Klang

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Massive traffic and parking issues Abandoned buildings Deterioration of historical culture

and  young communities 

Limited greneries & commune

spaces 

Repetitive businesses
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The relationship between architecture and textiles harkens back the Palaeolithic times and represents an archetypal form of building, where the skin of huts uses crudely 
stitched animal skin as textile to envelope their living shelter (Fritz, 2011). From this basic construction during the beginning of humankind, there is a significant form and 
expression of physical woven construction which creates a membrane that forms the tent structures and human habitation. Yet the art of textile has been buried under 
modernized facades and commercialized properties, creating architecture that no longer upholds art on a pedestal (UKdiss, 2020).

As technology advances in the age of industrialization, the discourse and perceptions of textile use within the realm of architecture gradually becomes rare and less 
explored. Commercialization has transformed the art of textile into a modernized construction industry instead of its traditional values. Architecture alongside the arts and 
craft culture of textiles and fabrics should complement each other in a building to appreciate its traditional craft that exists as part of our identity (Clevertex, 2005).

When textile is used as part of arts and craft in architecture, it can lead to a reconciliation of craft as a creative outlet within a building and its architecture. The architecture 
is based on a motion to revive the textile arts in Klang, where the architecture and its programmes serves as a sanctuary diverting away from fast-fashion and 
consumerism that consumes younger generations. Textile is a prominent local tradition, and is part of an arts and culture identity. Designing a building dedicated to 
reviving an underappreciated art as well as enhancing the public realm creates a social transition of learning, understanding and conserving (Kusisto, 2010).

Textile craft in architecture can reconcile the connection between historical and contemporary aspects of a design by applying the traditional idea of craftsmanship in an 
architecture. Design ideas such as textile inspired elements and crafts can be instilled into a building’s programme in reviving the craft, inviting new relationships between 
textile and younger generations.

In this architecture, there is significance in the connection between textile and the building’s architecture, programmes, function and human connection. The design idea is 
derived from textiles as woven flexible materials, where each intertwined weave is a network that connects different individual strands together. For a town that has little to 
none public human interaction on a daily basis, the building is designed to connect different individuals through the art and craft of textile making. This is an opportunity to 
increase the awareness of arts in textile and intertwine the connection between humans and local traditional art conducted in a programmed-based architecture.

The cultural art hub draws people to its building naturally by creating a continuity through public realms that blends into the existing site. As the users enter the building, 
there is a vertical central connectivity that conjoins the different floors, seemingly viewing the architecture as a whole whilst providing the necessary privatized spaces. The 
walkways are weaved into the building as a journey and passage, allowing users to travel through an unravelling fabric of understanding textile as a craft, tradition, and 
identity of Klang.

1.3  Textile, arts and architecture

1.0 INTRODUCTION
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1.4  Textiles and arts in the context of Klang

1.0 INTRODUCTION



Although the issues mentioned may cause the deterioration of Klang, the royal town of Klang still holds its own historical identity and buildings like the Sultan Abdul 
Aziz Royal Gallery, Dataran Seni, Religious buildings and Chennai Silk Palace which provide best spot for shopping delightful designer silk in Klang. Chennai Silk 
Palace provide wide range of designer silk sarees and is a significant building towards the textile industry of Malaysia. There are still some performances or event held 
in Dataran Seni which also surrounded by myriad of textile businesses. However, the current activities are further decline due to its lack of vibrancy and modernity. 
Hence a rejuvenation needs to be explored in the Royal Town of Klang to attract the younger generation back to reconnect with the communities. 
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1.5  Arts Significance of Klang

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Chennai silk palace Sultan Abdul Aziz Royal Gallery Performance in Dataran seni

1.6  North Klang textile businesses

Klang has a myriad of textile businesses that provides various design in process.The character of a design process and the products and designs that are its 
result are strongly connected to one another (Kroes, 2002). One of the famous textile design shops is the Chennai Silk Palace on the South side of Klang 
which won international recognition and records for most expensive designed sold and textile design by famous artist (TheChennaiSilk,2020). Now textile 
business has grown in North Klang as well to provide different kind of service and design. Textile materials and textile design are a part of countless products, 
and can be found in everything from home furnishings, clothings and merchandize etc. Thus, they are present in contrasting design fields and industries with 
very different material traditions and working methods

Rows of textile businesses along Jalan Melayu Rows of textile businesses along Jalan Taman



The Kuala Lumpur Craft Complex is an iconic art tourism destination located in the heart of the city. This one-stop craft centre offers a myriad of tourism products such 
as arts and crafts for local and foreign visitors. The complex is characterised by a Malay Terengganu architectural design, and is a treasury for traditional and modern 
contemporary products from all parts of the country.

Life Line Clothing focuses on logistics collection programme and grading facility  that deals with the import and export of recycle textiles and also retail shops that sells 
the restore textile items. The company tend to recycle and work independently to support the local communities in order to reduced waste and helping the in needs 
(TheStar,2017)
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1.7  Textile recycling in Klang

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Textile collection Textile restoration Retail for recycled materials

1.8  Handcraft Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur (Case study)

Events & Spaces

● Exhibition for artwork display
● Design retail and publication 
● Sell artwork through online platform
● Helps to promote artist (host events space 

as promotion).
● Host competition space for public gathering 

and create arts
● Rental space for exhibition or learning
● Provide space and applicant to take part in 

art competition



Craft Batik Penang produced an array of unique Handdrawn Batik and Hand-blockprinted Batik as well as the combination of both, called Hand-painted Batik. Motif of 
flora and fauna are the main subject that been adopted in the design. The company has became one of the largest traditional Batik manufacturer in the northern 
region of Malaysia.

Handcraft Batik Spaces
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1.9  Craft Batik Penang (Case study)

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Learning and demonstration spaces for tourist 
and community to learn

Visitors able to experience to create their own design Textile retail shops to promote business and
earn profits

Drawing space

The space for workstation is at 
750mm even apart for the workers to 
perform efficiently and perform task 

with 28 to 36 inch workstation.

Waxing space

Its essential to set up a seperate
space for the hot wax. With 

recommended laying down plastic 
to combat drips.

Dyeing space

Dyeing and waxing space can 
be situated close to each other 
to enable the process of wax to 

dyeing.

Wax removing/drying space

Small pantry needed to allow the 
batik to be boiled in hot water and 

hung to dry under natural condition



At the present time, contemporary textile design borrows from the minimalism and gender neutrality of modernism. With modern technology like computer in able to 
aid the design style. Contemporary textile design can be produced through 2d and 3d printing to create various kind of styles.

1.11  Cultural Arts Civic Center
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1.10  Modern textile and art design

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Arts or textile design can now be 
designed through various digital 

platform

2D and 3d printer are also available to produced various  artwork including textiles designs in just 
seconds. Virtual gallery are available to view design through smart apps and the method helps to  

conserve more spaces and room for more design in a virtual gallery

A cultural arts civic center was proposed as a response to the intention to preserve and promote the historical value of Klang with some incorporation of modern 
influence into the space. The cultural arts mainly focus on textile designs and handicraft as a means to provide platform for textile designer and artist around the city of 
Klang. Through the Urban Design proposal of the masterplan, the cultural art district was designed along the Jalan Melayu which is located in front of the site, towards 
the end of the existing Dataran Seni. With the central location of the proposed site acts as a converging place for all people of interest in klang. Hence, it should 
provide visual transparency and spaces for people, designers to stop by to engage in social activities.

The required space are research thoroughly to ensure adequate amount of workspace for the community to utilised. The required spaces like retail, public square, 
workshops, gallery, classroom and activities in the culture arts civic center aims to provide business platforms, growth for the existing designers to promote their 
designs and also provide learning platform for the community to learn new skills. According to Jan Gehl, in order to double the number of people in public space is to 
draw more people to come to the area and double the length of time for people to stay at the place. 
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1.12  Design intention

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Provide a central gathering point for 
public community to engage in 
various kind of social activities.

Workshop spaces for different kind 
of work activities for artist and textile 
designers to work collaboratively.

Provide classroom for learning 
opportunity for designers to share 
their knowledge to the community. 
Young art enthusiasts can also learn 
new skills

Provide greeneries as shades and 
buffer to improve the quality of the 
environment.

Retail shops to generate business 
income and also promote artwork 
and designs to the community.

Gallery/ demonstration space art as 
a platform to showcase artist talents 
and works to the public community

Leisure space with vendors and 
open cafe for the public community 
to enjoy in the area.

Old textile collection space to 
provide materials for the workshops 
and also reduced waste. It can also 
be collaborated with Life Line 
Clothing in the aid of helping the 
communities 
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2.1  Introduction

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION

Klang, with the coordinates of 3°02’N 101°27’E, is a royal town and former capital of the state of Selangor, Malaysia before the formation of Kuala Lumpur. The city 
comprised of estimated population of 240,000 in the Klang city and 10,000 in the city centre in 2010. Klang is divided into two parts; the North and South Klang by the 
Klang River. North Klang is known as the commercial district while the South Klang as the heritage district. As time passes by, technological and the modern 
advancement has result to multiple changes causing rise and fall towards the old towns around the world, Klang is now facing similar destiny where everything gets 
obsolete and people started moving away from the old town to a new town development with more commercial activities and better environment.

The site where the proposed Civic Center is located on a 0.93 acres plot of land in North Klang, situated on the centre where the surrounding consists of the future lrt 
3 station, future multi- story car park and Shaw Centre point. Several landmarks around the site include the Majilis Bandar Diraja Klang, Shaw Centre Point, Gocos 
Hotel Klang and the future LRT 3 station. The site sits along Jalan Raja Hassan and Jalan Melayu
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2.2  Urban morphology

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.2  Urban morphology

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.3  Historical timeline

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.3  Historical timeline

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.4  Landmark

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.5  Nodes

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.6  District

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.7  Path

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION



Melvyn Poh Ern Meng 0322653

19| P a g e

2.8  Edge

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.9  Demographic

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION



Melvyn Poh Ern Meng 0322653

21| P a g e

2.10  Climate data

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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2.11  Building setback and requirement

2.0  SITE INTRODUCTION
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3.0  SITE ANALYSIS
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3.0  SITE ANALYSIS
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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4.0  URBAN DESIGN PROPOSAL
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5.0  PRECEDENT STUDY

Linde Center FOR MUSIC AND LEARNING, Western Massachusetts

The overall design strategy included addressing the 
myriad of program requirements by envisioning the 
solution not as a single building but as a series of 
pavilion learning studios that engage the 
landscape, including a century-old red oak tree.  
Critical to the history and character of Tanglewood, 
The Linde Center’s goal is to promote a sense of 
community with special consideration for a discreet 
and harmonious rapport with the surrounding 
landscape while respecting the scale of existing 
campus structures.

Architecture : 
- Open and innovative exhibit space
- Outdoor to interior space is is equipped with 
multifunctional steps
- Entryway doubles as a central / courtyard space

Design:
- Inward courtyard surrounded with different scale 
rectangular blocks
- Main central space leads people's spatial focus
- Interior spaces of the building are surrounded by 
corridors and plantations / greenery / landscapes
- Site experiencing changing at every turn with no 
leakage point (empty spaces / corridors)
- Corridors links the building, creating an intimate 
role / provide connection and communication 
between people
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6.0  DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

6.1  Design goals
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6.0  DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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6.0  DESIGN DEVELOPMENT
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6.0  DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

6.2  Schedule of accommodation
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.1  SITE PLAN (Scale 1 : 500)



Melvyn Poh Ern Meng 0322653

37| P a g e

7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.2  BASEMENT PLAN (Scale 1 : 250) 

(Total 74 car parks, 2 OKU, 19 

motorcycle park)
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.3  GROUND FLOOR PLAN (Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.4  FIRST FLOOR PLAN (Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.5  SECOND FLOOR PLAN (Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.6  THIRD FLOOR PLAN (Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.7  FRONT ELEVATION(Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.8  SIDE ELEVATION(Scale 1 : 250) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.9  SECTION A-A’
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.9  SECTION B-B’
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.10  AXONOMETRIC VIEW
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.11 DETAILED DRAWINGS

Blow up detail A 

(Green wall)(Scale 1 : 50) 

Blow up detail B 

(Scale 1 : 50) 
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.11 EXTERNAL RENDERING
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.12 INTERNAL RENDERINGS

FIRST FLOOR LEVEL OVERLOOKING THE CENTRAL PUBLIC SQUARE
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.12 INTERNAL RENDERINGS

GROUND FLOOR LEVEL OPEN THEATRE FOR VISUAL PROJECTION AND PERFORMANCE
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.12 INTERNAL RENDERINGS

FIRST FLOOR LEVEL GALLERY
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7.0  FINAL DRAWINGS

7.12 INTERNAL RENDERINGS

THIRD FLOOR LEVEL TEXTILE DESIGN AND ART DISPLAY (LEARNING 

CORRIDOR FOR DISPLAY AND DESIGNING) 
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